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Abstract

A traverse is surveying method composed of angular and distance measurements. It is a
series of consecutive lines whose ends have been marked in the field and whose lengths and
directions have been determined from observations. It could be measured from known stations
gradually extended into the unknowns, providing either coordinates, or directions. Traverse is
frequently used for establishing control network, but not limited to. In the boundary surveying,
traverse with the fence lines is a common practice. The Chinese term for traverse is “Dao-Hsian”.
While this is a perfect translation, there are confusions in its meaning. Particularly, when
categorized into “Open”, “Closed”, “Linked”, confusions arises from the translation. This article
looks into the meaning of “traverse” first. Then, the translated terms in Chinese are discussed.

Besides, the use of the Chinese term equivalent to “Leveling traverse” is discouraged.
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